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From the bustling Marrakech Square to the breathtaking Hassan II 

mosque or the alluring Blue City, Morocco brings to life the exotic 

culture of North Africa offering a place for you to immerse yourself 

in a different world during the holidays. 
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Here, in no particular order, are the  

top 10 must-sees of Morocco. 

The Morocco Collection of 10 

10 Must Sees 
of Morocco 

“We Just 
loved it...” 

“Our driver was very 

good, the 

accommodations 

were perfect, and 

our guides were 

great…” 

-Susan 2013 

If you want to experience the 

authentic Morocco, you will 

want to explore these 10 

fantastic sites. 

Our Top 5 

Appropriately known as the 
“Blue City” of Morocco, this 
quaint little town is nestled in 
the Rif Mountains. 
 

Chefchaouen 

A wonderful coastal city 
known for its artists and 
woodcarvers; enjoy the small 
walled city on the water. 
 

Essaouira 

With over 9000 maze-like 
streets and vibrant daily life, 
many have called Fes, “A 
city of sensory overload.” 
 

Ancient Fes Medina 

Perhaps my favorite place in 
all of Morocco is the vast 
golden dunes of Erg Chebbi 
at Merzouga 

Merzouga – Sahara Dunes 

The Jemaa El Fna comes 
alive at night with meals 
offered at the barbeque pits 
and live entertainers nearby. 
 

Marrakech Square 
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Found on the edge of the Sahara 

desert is Merzouga, a small and 

dusty town that battles the 

invading Sahara sands. The reason 

so many visitors, tourists and 

honeymooners head over to 

Merzouga is to see the shimmering 

golden dunes and experience a 

night under the stars. Take camel 

rides deep into the dunes, enjoy a 

taste of the Berber food 

#1 Merzouga – Trekking the Sahara Dunes 

“Our favorite 
location was 
where we stayed 
the night in the 
Sahara Desert 
Berber tents” 
 
- Mike 2013 
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accompanied by traditional 

drumming, and spend the night in 

Berber tents. 

Merzouga is a full day’s travel over 

land from either Fes or Marrakech, 

so you’ll want to make sure you 

have plenty of time. If you book a 

tour package they come complete 

with a 4x4 trip out to the dunes, 

camel trek, tent and a guide. What 

better way to make the most of 

your vacation than to experience a 

few days in the desert region. 

During the day, the Sahara desert 

can be scorching hot during the 

months of July and August, which 

as you can imagine is probably not 

the most fun time to visit the Sahara 

dunes. Temperatures soar as high 
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as 45 degree C (113 F) during 

this season and is bone-dry hot 

weather at that. Nights are 

considerably cooler and you’re 

going to need a decent jacket 

to protect you from the daytime 

heat as well as the nighttime 

chill. So the best time to go 

really, is between October and 

May. Be aware that you may 

catch a sandstorm during 

March and April. 

You definitely don’t want to miss 

out on enjoying the beautiful 

sunset in the Sahara Desert. So 

pack your bags and head off 

on a night in the million star 

hotel. 



 

The Imperial Cities 
Fes, Marrakech & Meknes 

+ 
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#2 Ancient Fes Medina 

Fes (or Fez) is the spiritual and cultural capital of 

Morocco. The city’s vibrancy is clear as daylight no 

matter what time of day or night it is. The Medina 

(old town) is also known as Fes el-Bali and behind 

the old Imperial city walls is a beautiful and 

magical city bustling with life in every narrow street.  

The newly built part of Fes, known as Ville Nouvelle, 

is quite different from the old Medina city. Modern 

shops outline the wide boulevards and traffic can 

get quite dense. There isn’t as much cultural 

heritage found here, but if staying in large and 
(continued) 
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modern Western hotels is your 

preference, this spot is ideal.  

Do visit the “Riads” in Old Fes – 

traditional homes renovated and 

converted to small hotels. You’ll find 

select rooms surrounding a courtyard, 

making for a very intimate and 

personal experience 

What’s the best time to visit Fes? 

You’d want to go when the weather 



 

(continued) 
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juice or a handful of the freshest select 

dates. In the late afternoon you’ll be 

drawn into an entertainer’s paradise; 

snake charming, exotic Moroccan 

music, juggling and more… 

You get to enjoy more substantial fare 

at snack stalls or barbeques later in 

the day and “the square” really takes 

a life of its own providing 

entertainment that has remained 

pretty much the same since the 

medieval times.  

The Djemma el Fna is dense with cafes 

surrounding and overlooking the 

square. Just relax and pause to take in 

the Moroccan lifestyle and watch the 

hustle and bustle of the city go by; 

works well if you’re not too fond of 

getting nudged around, especially 

+ Incredibly Memorable 
Trip! 

“I’m writing to thank you, Jeff and 

your agency staff for an incredibly 

memorable trip. Every detail was 

handled extremely well. We were 

comfortable and confident at 

each and every turn of our 10-day 

excursion to Morocco. 
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isn’t overbearingly hot and tourist density isn’t excessive; 

March to June and September to November are good times 

to visit. June brings the Fes Festival of World Sacred Music, 

which is definitely worth seeing.  

Witness some of the greatest attractions in Fes el-Bali by using 

your guide to show you around the main sights. All you have to 

do is tell him exactly where you want to go and what you 

want to see. Once you’re quite comfortable, you can do 

away with the guide and get acquainted with friendly 

shopkeepers who can help point you in the right direction if 

needed. You can also use a Medina map, perhaps.  

Fes is also quite famous for its leather products, which mostly 

comes from the leather bazaar in Souq (in old Fes). These 

tanneries have been in use since the medieval days, and little 

has changed since then. This is exactly what makes them so 

fascinating to see and experience.  

#3 Beautiful Marrakech Square 

Found right at the base of the Atlas Mountains is Marrakech, 

the beautiful, cultural center of Morocco that’s fascinating 

and rich with history. Schedule at least two days in this 

impressive city. Popular sights and landmarks in Marrakech 

Square include places of “peace” and “tranquility” – the 

Majorelle gardens or the gardens surrounding the Saadian 

Tombs. This will be an experience to remember. As you absorb 

the sights and sounds, you can relax in one of the courtyards 

with a cup of traditional sweet Moroccan green tea.  

The summer heat and the crowds it draws in are two things 

you may want to avoid. The cooler months between 

September and May are probably the best time to visit 

unforgettable places like Djemma el Fna, the heart of 

Marrakech. This large central square in the old city of Medina is 

the perfect place to enjoy some freshly-squeezed orange 



 

“Fes was our 
favorite city 

and I am 
really glad 
that I chose 
to spend an 
extra night 

there” 
 

- Lynn 
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during those peak shopping and business hours. Enjoy taking snaps of the performers and 

getting entertained by the locals. Be prepared to pay a tip for some top-notch traditional 

entertainment.  

#4 Meknes – The Imperial City 

The imperial city has charms similar to Marrakech and Fes but in contrast, life moves at a 

slower pace. Explore the beautifully preserved medina full of souqs that are easy to 

navigate, even without the aid of a guide. Built by the powerful tyrant Moulay Ismail 

dating back to the 17th century, the imperial city is a showcase of Moroccan architecture 

displaying impressive carvings and huge gates.  

Meknes, like Fes, is also a World Heritage Site. Known as the “city of a hundred minarets”, it 

has a total of 25 mosques, including the famous Great Mosque. About 25 miles of walls 

hug the city. The main interest though, is the 17-th century headquarters of Moulay Ismael; 

a heavily fortified city within a city, full of dungeons, gardens and mosques. The dungeons 

really awe and inspire the senses – the royal stables storing grain silos used for holding 

enough food for the population for at least a year, and stabling for 12,000 horses. The 

Moulay Ismael Mausoleum is one of the few holy places non-muslims are allowed to go to.  

Visit some of the covered markets – referred to as “qissariat”. Some of these are chock full 

of nothing but the best quality carpets and textiles. Venture deeper and you’ll come 

across Okchen Merket, a haven for fine embroidery slippers arranged in colorful rows.  

Enjoy Meknes… 



 

 

 

“Wherever you go, go 

with all your heart.” 

 

- Confucius 
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#5 The Alluring Blue City – 

Chefchaouen 

This charming city of 40,000 occupants is found in 

northeastern Morocco. Located amidst the Morocco’s 

Rif Mountains, Chefchaouen is quite simply a tourist 

haven – economical accommodations and a gorgeous 

scenic town set against the stunning backdrop of the 

Rif Mountains. The dream-like yet lucid white-washed 

houses with powder-blue accents really draw you in 

and give the feeling of living among the skies.  

Jewish refugees who took up abode there in the 1930s 

painted the city blue. The breathtaking beauty of the 

mountainous surroundings of Chefchaouen is further 

uplifted with the brightly painted old Medina town that 

lies in contrast. The relaxed atmosphere and beauty of 

this town is what makes it such a desirable vacation 

spot. The main square located in the medina is full of 

cafes left and right, overflowing with friendly locals and 

tourist who don’t find it hard at all to mingle.  

Proof of its charm is during the summer season alone, 

about two hundred hotels reel in European tourists.  

Chefchaouen makes for a great shopping destination – 
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They offer unique handicrafts not found elsewhere in 

Morocco like woven blankets and wool garments. 

Tourists love the native goat cheese that’s popular 

here. The countryside surrounding Chefchaouen is 

well known as being a rich source of cannabis and is 

one of the main areas where it is cultivated in 

Morocco. Even though hashish is available all across 

town, it is mostly grown and consumed by native 

Chaouenis 



 

 

“To travel is to discover 

that everyone is wrong 

about other countries.” 

 

- Aldous Huxley 
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#6 Hassan II Mosque 

10,000 craftsmen and seven years – that’s what it took 

to build the bedazzling Hassan II Mosque. What you get 

is an awesome and massive tribute to the former King of 

Morocco. A beautiful mix of 20th century innovation 

and prominent Moorish influence and architecture, the 

Hassan II Mosque is the 7th largest mosque in the world. 

It also has the largest minaret to have ever been built 

on a mosque.  

Towering at seven hundred feet just above the Atlantic 

Ocean and resembling a lighthouse from a distance, it 

was built on reclaimed land intentionally by an 

architect to honor a verse from The Holy Qur’an: “The 

throne of Allah was built on water”. 

It took 2,500 men working day and night during the final 

construction phase to complete the Hassan II Mosque. 

Apart from the obvious and intricate beauty of this 

structure, along with its awe-inspiring size, modern 

concerns were kept in mind while it was being built. The 

2

structure has a sliding roof and heated floor, in 

addition to having the ability to withstand 

earthquakes. Other modern touches include electric 

doors and lasers which span out from the minaret’s 

top at night, right towards Mecca, signaling the way 

to orient oneself towards The Holy Kabah during the 

act of worship.   

Other attributes that makes the Hassan II Mosque so 

unique is its stunning location on a platform that 

seems as if it’s hovering over the Atlantic Ocean. The 

mosque’s floor, which is made of glass, might give 

worshippers the feeling they’re kneeling directly over 

the sea. However, this distinctive feature is not in the 

area accessible to visitors. The glass floor, coupled 

with the sliding roof, might have you contemplating 

God’s majesty, in accordance with what Hassan 

may have wished at the time. 

 



 

 

The Deep South 
Kasbahs and Gorges 
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#7 Kasbah Ait Benhaddou 

Morocco is a tourist destination that’s rich with cultural 

heritage and home to one of the most awe-inspiring 

Kasbahs – the Ksar Ait Benhaddou near Ouarzazate. This 

huge fortification is comprised of six Kasbahs and almost 

fifty ksours – individual Kasbahs. A prime example of pise 

clay architecture, Ait Benhaddou Kasbah and the 

Ouarzazate area really should be sitting on top of your 

places to travel in Morocco list.  

Ait Benhaddou rests near a valley at the base of the Atlas 

Mountains, 32 miles away from Ouarzazate, which also 

happens to be the film capital of Morocco. Ouarzazate first 
(continued) 
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became famous when it played host to the 

Lawrence of Arabia filming. Since then, a handful 

of well-known directors have followed suit: Oliver 

Stone’s “Alexander The Great”, Ridley Scott’s 

“Gladiator” and “Black Hawk Down”, Bertolucci’s 

“Sheltering Sky”, just to name a few. 

You may also want to see the village of Ait 

Benhaddou that is situated on top of a hill. The 

village is decorated with labyrinth–like walls and 

towers sporting sandstone colors. Palm groves and 

trees can be seen growing along the riverbank. At 
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sunset, the sight should simply not be missed; the light and colors are completely transparent and sparkle 

above Ait Benhaddou, almost giving it a glowing appearance.   

Budding photographers would be happy to know that the best time to take photos is during sunrise when the 

sun’s bright golden rays are breaking across Ait Benhaddou village. You can easily climb to the peak of the hills 

in surrounding areas, and look over Ait Benhaddou in all its historical glory.  

#8 Todra & Dades Gorges 

Some consider Todra and Dades Gorge to be somewhat of an afterthought, but they truly are gems that you 

will want to view. The incredibly atmospheric and beautiful setting will draw you in, especially if you happen to 

love rocky landscapes or geology 

A narrow valley chiseled by a twisting river over nearly a millennia, Todra Gorge sports cliffs of red rock tower 

that are practically vertical, lying on either side of the river and stretching out for at least a few hundred 

meters. Day trippers, rock climbers and tourists love hanging out near the tourist village that sits near the cliffs. It 

is a perfect place to pause when you’re driving and want to unwind for a while, before continuing. The 

geology and environment here is very relaxing. 

You may come across a herd of shaggy black goats passing by as you hike into the dry and stony mountains 

that stand tall over Todra Gorge. Eventually you’re going to see a stunning view of the gorge opening up in 

front of you. Travel newbies or generally inexperienced rock climbers may want to take it easy on the way 

down; the crevice can be unrelentingly steep with 

prickly thistles and sharp rocks snagging at you almost 

the entire way. At the bottom, as you turn back to look 

at the near-vertical wall of rock, you might give 

yourself a pat on the back for tapping into your rather 

keen athletic prowess! 

Further south is another narrow valley nicely carved 

and chiseled into red rocks – Dades Gorge. You’re 

really not going to want to miss the breathtaking 40 km 

drive that takes you into the gorge with lush palm trees. 

Go a little further and the road starts to ascend rather 

steeply. There are great spots if you want to stop for 

some coffee as you take in the view and peer just over 

the edge at all the hairpin turns you just negotiated.         
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#9 The Dazzling Coastal 

Town of Essaouira   

The beautiful coastal town of Essaouira attracts many 

visitors each year, thanks largely to the fresh seafood, 

Atlantic beaches and small medina. Among the local 

attractions is the relaxing atmosphere. Even though it 

isn’t a very big town, it’s got that beach place holiday 

feel to it. It’s almost as if you have your own personal 

space! 

This walled town (like many in Morocco), including the 

ramparts, are rather impressive – they’re built right on 

top of cliffs. These ramparts attract a lot of strollers who 

enjoy walking along as the sun is setting. What could 

possibly be more romantic?  

The port is buzzing with activity as fishing boats dock in 

on a regular basis. A major fish auction attracts a lot of 

attention every Saturday. In addition, watching the 

daily catch that’s sold each afternoon to eateries all 

over the harbor area, is indeed a fun experience.  

The Atlantic coast has water that gets pretty cold and 

it’s windy all year around. Not the best conditions for 

sunbathing or swimming, but wind surfing, kite surfing, or 

just plain surfing all make for great outdoor activities. 

The beach runs for approximately 10 kms so you can 
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take long strolls with your loved ones as you watch the 

waves crash.  

With Essaouira, you’re graced with a very relaxed 

shopping experience – walls surround the medina, 

which is completely free of cars and very clean. The 

bazaars, traditionally known as souqs, are easy to find 

your way around. There’s no need to worry about 

getting lost. You can always ask a local shopkeeper 

to show you how to get around. The area itself is 

relatively small and you can scope it out at your own 

pace.  

Between March and June is a good time to visit 

Essaouira, since these are the non-rainy months. The 

last week of June brings the Gnaoua Music Festival, 

which is a great cultural event you might want to 

attend.    



 

 

“It is not fit that every 

man should travel; it 

makes a wise man 

better, and a fool 

worse.” 

- William Hazlitt 
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#10 Volubilis – Home of the 

Roman Ruins 

This is not meant to serve as a history lesson, but 

Morocco was once occupied by the Romans, and 

Volubils, a stunning archaeological site, is living proof. 

Translated into Arabic as “Walili”, the site became quite 

well known back in 1997, when acclaimed director 

Martim Scorsese filmed a movie on this location: The 

Last Temptation of Christ. 

Folks love travelling to Volubilis to explore the site and 

speculate on its historical significance. Each June the 

Fes Festival of Sacred World Music is held – an annual 

concert featuring local Moroccan performers held 

within the confines of the ancient Roman ruins.  

Volubilis is bathed in alluring ruins that are decorated 

with simply beautiful mosaics and eye-catching tiles 

that pay homage to Roman mythology. These ruins are 

arguably some of the best preserved – you might 

imagine what an iconic Roman city might have once 

looked like. Many fragments of wall still stand, 

accompanied by remnants of prominent columns and 

arches, most likely the courthouse. Even the basilica, 

the capitol and triumphal arch are in plain sight. 

Visit the open-sky museums that feature remains of 

altars, colorful mosaics and sculptural fragments. Exiting 

the museum, you’re going to go over a bridge hovering 

over the Fertessa stream – this takes you to an area 

that’s dotted with homes and industry. There’s a hint of 

a few olive presses on each building. Volubilis has been 

under Moroccan hold for centuries now and the crucial 

“olive factor” is why the city hasn’t seen any reinvention 
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as such. 

The House of Orpheus is a testament to the affluent 

rich men that prevailed during the Roman rule; the 

rooms and public apartments is what you’ll be 

attracted to the most. The private rooms sport a 

dolphin mosaic.  

Before you visit the mosaics and mansions, do visit the 

remains of the fountains and aqueduct around the 

triumphal arc.         

 



 
  

 
• Excellent English speaking drivers 
• Marrakech Fes, Sahara and more… 
• Rely on 13 years experience running tours in Morocco 
• Over 1000 happy private groups 

Looking for a private tour to Morocco? 

Experience It Tours 
211 Grandview Ave 
Valparaiso, FL 32580 

 
Phone: 315-828-6249 

 
 

+ 
“Custom 
Designed 

 &  
Hassle Free” 

Are you looking 
for more than a 
tour? 

Do you want to: 

Create a 
personalized tour that 
matches your 
desires? 

Quickly plan your 
vacation with our 
team? 

Reduce the hassles of 
making all the 
reservations yourself? 

Enjoy a new culture, 
language, and 
country? 

Let our American 
representatives living 
in Morocco take care 
of your vacation 
details? 

Give us a call +1-315-828-6249 

or visit 

www.experienceittours.com 


